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Twelve  

   Ways 

 
          

 

 

                                       

 To Improve Your            

  Neighborhood 

   Right Now! 

9. Drive  s lowly on your        

ne ighborhood  streets .  

While we often cal l  for stop s igns,  l i ghts ,  

and speed bumps,  we often forget  that  we 

can organ ize a means to s low down neigh-

borhood traf f i c  sooner  Remember that  i t  

i s  legal  to dr ive a few mi les below the 

speed l imit  in  your neighborhood.   For 

example,  i f  the speed l imit  is  25 ,  try 20 

instead.   Regu lar ,  s lower dr i v ing on neigh-

borhood s ide streets by mult ip le neighbors 

wi l l  dampen the desire of  racers to use 

your street .   I t  i sn ’ t  as fun to cut  through 

a neighborhood i f  the l ike l ihood of  being 

stuck beh ind a car travel ing at  a more re-

spect fu l  pace has increased.   Also,  do i t  on 

every s ide street  in  the neighborhood,  not  

just  the one near your 

home.    

10. Pick up the   

l i tter near  your 

home,  even  i f  you 

didn ’t  put  i t  there .  

Most people are less l ike ly to l i t ter where 

they don’ t  see l i t ter a lready .   You can help  

stop the growth of  trash in  your neighbor-

hood by taking away the ex ist ing l i t ter that  

attracts i t .  

11. Stay where your are .    

Stab le neighborhoods are bu i l t  on the 

commitment of  long term residents who 

would rather l i ve in  a heal thy community 

than move to a b igger house .   Communi-

t ies reach stab i l i ty when conscient ious 

c i t i zens a l low their roots to grow deep 

and help  transform a geographic area that  

ex ists as a “neighborhood” in  name only 

into a real  community of  involved people .   

P lease,  st ay and help .  
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12. Help your  ne ighborhood assoc iat ion 

or s imilar  groups .    

I f  you are wi l l -

ing,  decide 

what  greater 

contr ibut ion 

you would l ike 

to make—then 

take the lead 

and do i t .   I f  

leadersh ip  i sn ’ t  

your desire ,  at  

least  make sure 

someone in  

your household  

at tends local  

neighborhood 

associat ion meet ings.   You’ l l  be kept  better in formed of  

the i ssues fac ing the neighborhood and how you can 

help  and,  perhaps more important ly ,  you ’ l l  have the 

chance to shape,  gu ide,  and part ic ipate in  the future of  

your neighborhood.    

And don’t  s top at 12 tasks!   

Do whatever e lse  you can to 

make your neighborhood a 

sa fe  and enjoyable  place to 

l ive , work , go to school , and 

ra ise  a family.  

Remember : l iv ing in a good 

neighborhood isn ’t  a  r ight; 

i t ’s  a  responsibi l i ty.  



1. Report  cr ime 

prompt ly.  

Neighbors somet imes 

don’ t  report  cr iminal  

act iv i ty because they 

don’ t  want to bother the 

pol ice ,  they assume po-

l ice are too short - staf fed 

to respond,  or they be-

l ieve that  there i sn ’ t  much an of f icer can (or 

wi l l )  do about a g iven problem anyway.   Wheth-

er the i ssue i s  graf f i t i ,  petty vandal i sm,  or some-

th ing much more ser ious,  pol ice cannot act  

without f i rst  hear ing about the problem from 

you.  Cal l ing won’t  guarantee that  pol ice can f ix  

the problem,  but  fa i l ing to cal l  can guarantee 

that  they won’t .   Also,  do not assume someone 

else has cal led.   Make the ca l l  yoursel f .  

2. Report  nu isances  and other non -

criminal  prob lems prompt ly .  

Examples:  Junked cars on front  lawns,  abandoned 

autos in  the streets ,  old mattresses le f t  to rot  in  

the backyard,  garbage dumped i l legal ly  in  a va-

cant  lot .   When you f ind yoursel f  th inking,  

“someone ought  to do someth ing,” do some-

th ing.  Cal l  code enforcement ,  non - local  business 

owners,  or any other person or agency that  may 

have in f luence on the i ssue.   Then cal l  your 

neighbors and ask those who are a l so concerned 

about the i ssue to cal l  and report  as wel l .   Then 

keep cal l ing unt i l  the i ssue is  resolved.  

3. Take away the opportunity for 

cr ime.   

Think about your home,  your car ,  and even your 

l i festy le and ask what  you could change to take 

away the opportun i ty for cr ime.  Lock your car 

and never leave valuab les ,  even for a  few 

minutes,  in  the car where would -be th ieves 

might  see them.  Trim bushes or trees on your 

property that  of fer too–convenient  h iding p lac-

es.   Also tr im where trees and bushes b lock a  

The following list is intended to introduce the 

neighbor who has never participated in a crime 

prevention effort to simple steps that can be taken 

now to make a difference. 
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c lear  v iew of  your front door and address  

f rom the s treet or make it  d i f f icu l t  for a per-

son to see out  of  windows in your  home.  In  

short , make your front porch v is ib le  and 

make sure your home looks l ike  it  has  it s  

“eyes” (windows) open .  

4. Meet the youth  who l ive  on your 

block and  greet  them by name.  

This i s  one of  the s implest  steps an adu l t  can 

take,  yet  i t  can make a profound di f ference 

should there be a future need for adu l ts and 

young people to speak to each other in  the 

midst  of  a neighborhood cr i s i s .   Also,  i t  i s  d i f f i -

cu l t  to help  form a safe and support ive commu-

n i ty for ch i ldren without the adu l ts and ch i ldren 

knowing each other.   Even those without ch i l -

dren should know to whom the var ious ch i ldren 

in  the neighborhood belong.   In  

th is way,  each adu l t  i s  better ab le 

to help  in  an emergency and i s  

better prepared to discuss prob-

lems immediate ly as they ar i se .  

5. Make a l is t  of  the  

names and phone numbers  

of  every  ne ighbor on your 

block .  

Not just  two neighbors—set  a goal  

of  at  least  10 and preferab ly  20 or 

30 .   F ind a lmost  any c i t i zen who 

has turned around a problem b lock and you wi l l  

f ind a c i t i zen who real ly  knows the people who 

l ive there.   Did you grow up in  a neighborhood 

where “everyone knew each  other” and f ind that  

today your neighborhood isn ’ t  l ike that?   That ’ s 

true for many people .   That ’s not  “society ’ s” 

fau l t ,  and you can f ix  it .   Unless you know 

neighbors’  names and numbers,  you can ’ t  te l l  

them about a concern or let  them know about a 

neighborhood problem.   Learn the names and 

phone numbers of  your neighbors th is weekend.  

6. Make a l is t  of  landlords  in  your 

area as  we l l .  

As owners of  property in  the community ,  l and-

lords are responsib le to the neighborhood and 

most  are r ight ly concerned about the heal th of  

the community in  which their propert ies stand.  

You can f ind out  the name and address of  the 

person or organ izat ion that  owns any property ,  

 

 

inc luding the rental  house next  door,  by 

contact ing your City ’ s Assessor’s Of f ice 

or through the Saginaw Onl ine Network of  

Accessib le Records (SONAR) on our City 

of  Saginaw websi te .  Do i t  today.   

7. Turn your 

porch l ight  on .  

Do th is every n ight  at  

dusk and keep i t  on 

unt i l  dawn.   Crime 

tends to decl ine in  

neighborhoods that  are 

wel l  l i t .   Turn ing on 

porch l i ghts i s  a s imple 

way to start  th is process.   I t  a l so makes 

the street  feel  more “welcome” to good 

residents who are out  for a walk in  the 

even ing.   I t  communicates a h igher level  of  

car ing for the neighborhood by residents .   

Th is can become a dai ly  rout ine or i t  can 

be accompl i shed by insta l l ing a t imer.   I t  i s  

a l so immediate whi le you wa i t  for local  

government to insta l l  that  new street  l i ght  

that  everyone i s asking for ,  go ahead and 

add a l i t t le more l i ght  yoursel f ,   Then en-

courage other neighbors to do the same.  

8. Walk around the block .   

I t  sounds s imple enough,  but  neighbors 

benef i t  over t ime when more responsib le 

c i t i zens walk about more,  part icu lar ly for 

those who are comfortab le doing i t ,  at  

n ight ,  every n ight  around their b lock.   At  

min imum walk around the b lock,  once eve-

ry day,  preferab ly at  n ight  i f  you feel  com-

fortab le doing so.   Take a moment to chat-


